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Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 October 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qt/ay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 3.8 and 31 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) J is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 3.8 and 31 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 23 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on 10 December 2004 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1. 1 14 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on October 
10, 2006 has been entered. 

The indicated allowability of claims 3, 8, and 31 are withdrawn in view of the 
newly discovered reference to Zancai, WO-00/6351 0. Rejections based on the newly 
cited reference(s) follow. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Drawings 

The drawings were received on December 10, 2004. These drawings are 
acceptable; however, the drawings contain discrepancies. 
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The drawings are objected to because Figures 1-4 should be cross-hatched; 
otherwise, these figures are showing the end face and thus do not have any retaining 
profiles in the wider sides. Further, reference character "4a" and "5b" in Figures should 
be designated with an arrow to distinguish the feature from the leg and the hook 
element. Reference character "25" in Figure 5 should be shifted to the left as "24" has 
shown. Reference characters 24 and 25 should be without arrows since "20" and "21" 
appear to be showing the same feature. Further, reference characters 2 in Figure 13 
should be deleted as these do not point to a fastening system but rather the retaining 
profiles. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "3", "4", "5", and "6" have been used to designate the 
same panel in Figures 1-2 and 4. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "22" and "23" have been used to designate the same 
panel in Figure 5. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "40" and "41" have been used to designate the same 
panel in Figures 6-12. 


Application/Control Number: 10/019,195 


Art Unit: 3679 


Page 4 


The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4' " and M 5' " have been used to designate the same 
panel in Figure 3. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4b" and "5b" have both been used to designate the 
same retaining profile in Figures 1-2, 4, and 13. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4a" and "5b" have both been used to designate the 
same retaining profile in Figures 1-2. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "7" and "8" in Figures 2-3 have both been used to 
designate the same underside. Note that all the panels are the same and thus the 
same feature should correspond with the same reference character. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "16" and "9" in Figures 2-3 have both been used to 
designate the same topside. Note that all the panels are the same and thus the same 
feature should correspond with the same reference character. 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4g" (Figure 2) and "5g" (Figure 3) have both been used 
to designate the same retaining surface. Note that these surfaces are reversed. . 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "5g" (Figure 2) and "4g" (Figure 3) have both been used 
to designate the same retaining surface. Note that these surfaces are reversed. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4f 1 (Figure 2) and "5f " (Figure 3) have both been used 
to designate the same retaining surface. Note that these surfaces are reversed. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "5f ' (Figure 2) and "4f " (Figure 3) have both been used 
to designate the same retaining surface. Note that these surfaces are reversed. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "11" (Figure 2) and "15" (Figure 4) have both been used 
to designate the same opening. 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4c" (Figure 2) and "5f " (Figure 3) have both been used 
to designate the same short hook element. Note that these hook elements are reversed 
between the species. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "12a" (Figure 2) and "12e" (Figure 3) have both been 
used to designate the same pocket. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4d" (Figures 1 and 2) and "4f " (Figure 3) have both 
been used to designate the same long hook element. Note that these hook elements 
are reversed between the species. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "4a" has been used to designate both a profile element 
with a short hook element 4c (Figure 2) and another profile element with a long hook 
element (Figure 3). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "5b" has been used to designate both a profile element 
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with a long hook element 4d (Figures 1 and 2) and another profile element with a short 
hook element 5f (Figure 3). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "5h" has been used to designate both an end with a long 
size (Figure 2) and another end with a short size (Figure 3). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "14" has been used to designate both an end with a short 
size (Figure 2) and another end with a long size (Figure 3). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "20" has been used to designate both a retaining profile 
with a first configuration (Figure 5) and another retaining profile with a second 
configuration (Figure 5.1). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "21" has been used to designate both a retaining profile 
with a first configuration (Figure 5) and another retaining profile with a second 
configuration (Figure 5.1). 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "24" has been used to designate both a hook element with 
a first configuration (Figure 5) and another hook element with a second configuration 
(Figure 5.1). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "29" has been used to designate both a hook projection 
with a first configuration (Figure 5) and another hook projection with a second 
configuration (Figure 5.1). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "28" has been used to designate both a hook projection 
with a first configuration (Figure 5) and another hook projection with a second 
configuration (Figure 5.1). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "33" and "34" has been respectively used to designate 
both a retaining surface with a first configuration (Figure 5) and another retaining 
surface with a second configuration (Figure 5.1). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "1" has been used to designate a floor covering with two 
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panels having each a first configuration of projection profiles in the narrow sides (Figure 
1), a floor covering with two panels having each a second configuration of projection 
profiles in the narrow sides (Figures 6-12), and a floor covering with one panel having 
profiles shown in Figure 6 in the wider sides and profiles shown in Figure 2 in the 
narrow sides. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "2" has been used to designate a fastening system with a 
first configuration of the projection profiles (Figures 1 and 2) and another fastening 
system with a second configuration of the projection profiles (Figure 3). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(5) 
because they include the following reference character(s) not mentioned in the 
description: "a" and "b" shown in Figure 2. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended". If a drawing 
figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
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appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings 
for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

Applicant is reminded of the proper language and format for an abstract of the 
disclosure. The language should avoid using phrases, which can be implied, such as, 
"The disclosure concerns", 'The disclosure defined by this invention", 'The disclosure 
describes", "The invention relates to", etc. 

The amendment filed June 16, 2004 is objected to under 35 U.S.C. 132(a) 
because it introduces new matter into the disclosure. 35 U.S.C. 132(a) states that no 
amendment shall introduce new matter into the disclosure of the invention. The added 
material which is not supported by the original disclosure is as follows: Figure 13 was 
introduced as new matter along with the description that the profiles of Figures 1-2 and 
the profiles of Figures 6-12 are in one panel. Nowhere is there support that indicates 
that the profiles 42 and 43 are at the long sides of the rectangular panel as shown in 
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Figure 13. According to the original disclosure, the profiles 42 and 43 are in the narrow 
sides (see original disclosure at page 15, lines 9, 23, 24, and 30) in one species and the 
profiles 4a and 4b are in the same narrow sides in another species (see original 
disclosure at page 1 1 , line 22). This is also evident by the amendment to the 
description of Figure 13 filed on March 9, 2005. Here, the description is inaccurate and 
unsupported because a rectangular does not have four narrow sides but rather two 
narrow sides and two wide sides. Furthermore, according to the specification, the 
profiles 4a and 4b are in the narrow sides, i.e., the long sides of the rectangle according 
to convention, and not in the short sides of the rectangle as applicants are intending to 
describe. Applicant is required to cancel the new matter in the reply to this Office 
Action. 


Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 


Claims 1-8, 29, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 3, 8, and 31, the term "narrow" in line 2 is a relative term, 
which renders the claim indefinite. The term "narrow" is not defined by the claim, the 
specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one 
of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the 
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invention. In order to specify narrow sides, wide sides needs to be recited, or the 
panels need to be described being each a rectangle such that the narrow sides of the 
rectangle panels are inherent thus providing proper relation to the wide sides of the 
rectangle. 

• Regarding claim 3, the meets and bounds of the claim is unclear. It is unclear 
what the fastening system is comprised of. Furthermore, the preamble states that the 
fastening system is "for panels" yet the body of the claim positively makes reference to 
the panels having retaining profiles in line 2, which indicates the profiles are arranged at 
narrow sides of the panels. Applicant still needs to state what is a fastening system. 
Are the applicants claiming the fastening system without the panels or in combination 
with the panels? Moreover, are the "mutually oppositely disposed retaining profiles" in 
lines 2-3, the same "retaining profiles" in lines 1-2? Further, is "a first panel and a 
second panel" in line 3 the same panels that the fastening system is intended to be 
used for in line 1 , or other panels? 

Further, the recitation "the hook projection at the underside of the first panel" in 
line 13 is misdescriptive since the underside of the first panel would be the bottom side 
and the hook projection is not located at the underside, i.e., at the bottom of the panel. 
Further, the claim does not previously set forth that the hook projection is at the 
underside and thus it is unclear whether this is the same hook projection recited in line 
6. Further, the recitation following "can be" in line 5 is not positively required and thus 
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makes unclear what the claim actually requires. Is the fastening system assembled or 
not? 

Regarding claims 3, 8 and 31, the description "the retaining surfaces of the hook 
projection bear against the retaining surface of the complementary hook projections" in 
lines 10-1 1 is misdescriptive since only one retaining surface of one hook projection 
bears against the retaining surface of a complementary hook projection and not that 
both surfaces 4g,5g bears against other retaining surfaces. The recitation 
"complementary hook projections" in line 11 lacks proper antecedent basis. Further, the 
recitation following "can be" in line 5 is not positively required and thus makes unclear 
what the claim actually requires. Is the fastening system assembled or not and does it 
requires the features recited after "can be"? 

Regarding claim 31 , the recitation "the hook projection at the top side of the first 
panel" in line 13 is misdescriptive since the hook projection is not located at the top 
side, i.e., at the top surface of the first panel. Further, the claim does not previously set 
forth that the hook projection is at the top side and thus it is unclear whether this is the 
same hook projection recited in line 6. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 


Claims 8 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipate by 
Zancai WO-00/63510. 
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Regarding claim 8, Zancai discloses, in Figure 8, a fastening system comprising 
a first panel 10 and a second panel 10. The first panel 10 and the second panel 10 are 
rectangular. The narrow sides of the panels have mutually oppositely disposed 
retaining profiles A1 ,A2. One of the retaining profiles A1 ,A2 of the first panel matches 
with one of the retaining profiles of the second panel thus forming oppositely disposed 
retaining profiles having complementary hook elements 30,34. The hook elements 
have hook projections 33,36 connected to legs A5,A5' of the first panel 10 and the 
second panel 10. Each of the hook projections has a retaining surface A6 being 
inclined such that the hook projections are reduced from their free ends towards the 
legs A5,A5'. The retaining surfaces A6 bear against each other. The hook projection 
33,36 of the first panel bears against the leg at the second panel. Intermediate spaces ' 
32, A7 are provided with clearance and form adhesive pockets. 

Regarding claim 31, Zancai discloses, in Figure 8, a fastening system comprising 
a first panel 10 and a second panel 10. The first panel 10 and the second panel 10 are 
rectangular. The narrow sides of the panels have mutually oppositely disposed 
retaining profiles A1 ,A2. One of the retaining profiles A1 , A2 of the first panel matches 
with one of the retaining profiles of the second panel thus forming oppositely disposed 
retaining profiles having complementary hook elements 30,34. The hook elements 
have hook projections 33,36 connected to legs A5,A5' of the first panel 10 and the 
second panel 10. Each of the hook projections has a retaining surface A6 being 
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inclined such that the hook projections are reduced from their free ends towards the 
legs A5,A5\ The retaining surfaces A6 bear against each other. The hook projection 
33,36 of the first panel bears against the leg at the second panel. A clearance A7 is 
provided between a hook projection 30 of the second panel 10 and a leg A5,A5' of the 
first panel. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Zancai 
WO-00/63510. 


Regarding claim 3, Zancai discloses, in Figure 8, a fastening system comprising 
a first panel 10 and a second panel 10. The first panel 10 and the second panel 10 are 
rectangular. The narrow sides of the panels have mutually oppositely disposed 
retaining profiles A1 ,A2. One of the retaining profiles A1 ,A2 of the first panel matches 
with one of the retaining profiles of the second panel thus forming oppositely disposed 
retaining profiles having complementary hook elements 30,34. The hook elements 
have hook projections 33,36 connected to legs A5,A5' of the first panel 10 and the 
second panel 10. Each of the hook projections has a retaining surface A6 being 
inclined such that the hook projections are reduced from their free ends towards the 
legs A5,A5\ The retaining surfaces A6 bear against each other. The hook projection 
33,36 of the first panel bears against the leg at the second panel. A clearance A7 is 
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provided between a hook projection 30 of the second panel 10 and a leg A5,A5' of the 
first panel. However, the hook projection that bears against the leg at a top side of the 
second panel is not at an underside. Applicant is reminded that a mere reversal of the 
essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art; therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to reverse the hook projections such that the hook projection of the second 
panel that bears with the leg is at an underside and the leg is at the top side. In re 
Einstein, 8 USPQ 167. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ernesto Garcia whose telephone number is 571-282- 
7083. The examiner can normally be reached from 9:30-5:30. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached at 571-272-7087. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




E.G. 


DANIEL P. STODOLA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CEWTBR 3600 


December 20, 2006 

Attachment: one marked-up page of Zancai, WO 00/63510 
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